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There stm clearing where Geroge Borden and Rufus Hatch ran this sawmill in Purisima vanied to work sites he says.

Canyon in the 1880s. Its still possible to find broken glass and scraps of metal in the woods for the govern- Always busi.

around the site. And the stump on the
right

remains today. You can tell by the bullet holes nent. Forestry is ncsman well

says Mr. Fisher. lousy career he as history buff

says. Everything Mr. Fisher is fas

of Kings Niountain as it was in the 800 years old he says. about forestry is cinated about the

880s. Later the Native Americans used fire either for or te ii ii cal

\Ir. isber also brings business per as tool they burned chaparral and against
the gov acivance since

specti\ to the evolving industry that grasslands and forests regularly. San ernn1ent the carly Spanish

chewed up the redwoods to build San Matco Count forests burned every 25 Following in days when they

Francisco and the cities of the Penin- years Mr. Fisher says. the footsteps of cut down small

sula. Besides having walked and scram But redwoods ar resistant to tires his father promi redwoods with

bled across every sawmill itc he talks they curvie all but the biggest leaving nent financier axes and two

knowledgeably about narkcts and blackened scars to tell their tales. Philip Fisher i\lr. men sawed the

business cydcs and the economics of Why doesnt redwood burn Mr. Fisher s%\ hchecl logs in pits saw

lumbering niore than century ago. Fisher asks. It doesnt produce iiuch his careci to ing up arid clown.

li\ fl iwo separate worlds. One is pitch or resin to burn and thu tannic finance where he Then came

tlie world work at and the other is the acid in the wood piotects it from rot has thrived. water powered
worki eny be

says
in an ail insects he explains. So it Finance tnOre saw mills about

intCFviCW at the luxurious
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leconiCs the construct ion unfettered be Photo by Carol Sc the tinie of the

oUices of Fisher wood of choice. says But still Kings Mounan history biff Ken Fisher points to lcl Rush fol

Investments on The Native love the forect. notch in an old redwood stump in Purisima fanyon lowed by steam

Sk line just i-mericans who Mr. Fisher con- where loggers more than century ago fastened owered mills

north of Purisi- ttfj preceded the tinued to roam spring board on which they could stand to chop starting about
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idea of TOOd time is dcrs anu an Occa Fisher published secoiid
... tury of logoing as local

--i or logs as much as 000 eel using
this stufi. SlOth1 ri71y beat. printing oi the book in version oi the larer

cables. It replaced teams of oxen.
leclu OOdS have l992 u11 contributccl Iidustrl Keolution that

an oth er nt agical new introduction. transforntccl ihe world.
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ktCSti at litnibolcit State College Thc rools doii dic they arc truly remote canyon.
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otidgi o\vth forest Mr. Fisher warms to tree. lien ioint wa Ici area provides eidence of

1110 of his th\orite opiLs the unique Ths Ihe ancieiit trees that hn itlijil ihe Fishes moved to tile Hundreds of oxen shoes found near the power of steam

ciuaIitic of rcdl\oodls. Saiu 1lat4isco and Penins it cities Itiv hill in 972. lIe aial his old mill sites in the redwoods ecall engines in one industry

Thousands of cars ago before the regr\.n iOu the lush rcd.oocl Ioiests ife Sherri and their the powerful beasts that used 10 in one pIac Before the

Native \ntciicaiis came the ohd that ill cloak the bilk and caityolis of three sotis explored the haul redwood logs befoie they teat engine people

giusvth forests that blanketed the the Santa Ciuz sIountaiius. host reuliote canyons for siere ieplaced by steam-powered hived their Ii es the way

Penitisula ntoumains cre not clear of old mills and the artifacts donkey engines. Unlike horses their grandpirents did

undcrbiush like Muir tVoocls or Big
vokti that tell their stories. oxen have cloven hoofs and require after the steani engine

Basiti today Mr. Fisher says. They were At first people thought the forests It was like walking into two-piece shoes. that would neser be true

tuhl of debris cli oppecl fron trees that were inethaustible Mr. Fisher
ays. ghost town and seeing again.

may not have burned for years. pieces of buildings and thinking There Meanwhile Mr. Fisher still gets inspired

Fite average od growth tree is 400 to See REDWOODS page 18 was life here he says. Its like looking by the thrill of the hunt. Just last week

through telescope and seeing something found whole steam boiler never seen

not hong way away but long time ag before he exults. It will be there until it

Ofthe thousands ofartifacts Mi Fisher as rusts away.

collected special ones adorn his home.

There arc large saws on the porch old bot- Marion Softky
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One of the few innovators in Peninsua lumbering he invented machinery for making shingic

REDWOODS big tree in day if they were Pharis was the only innovator

You can find these busmesseson
continued from page really good he says

These were Mr. Fisher says
He invented

hard guys they were used to machines to make and cut shin

zz People felled the smaller trees doing this all day long. gles and even tried to build

with axes and cut them in saw Once the tree was down it was tramway to lift the shingles to Star

lIsa pO
pits where two men sliced them stripped of branches and bark Hifi Road. That was failure.

with single saw. and cut into lengths
of about 16 Between 870 and 884 Purdy

Restaurants/Food Persona Care Heafing It was only after the Gold Rush feet that oxen could haul to the Pharis produced some million

Bangkok Spoon Body Kneads that the demand for lumber sawmill. This was done by drilling shing1es and became the countys

Buewater GnU page MW Y.M.C.A. soared and mills sprang up holes in the big logs stuffing the largest landowner with almost

Cafe Yulong Home Services through the mountains some 35 holes with dynamite and litera1- 7000 acres Then he committed

arkes
John F. Dah Pumbng mifi sites have been identified so ly blowing the logs apart.

Even in suicide at 56 although some

eha far from Woodside and Portola 1918 they were blowing trees stifi speculate that it was murder.

Darbar nthan Cusne ecs
Valley as far west and south as apart Mr. Fisher says. Crossing shaded stream Mr.

de Sol
Henichen Garade

Santa Cruz County. Their owners There arent many artifacts left Fisher says few hundred yards

Domno Pizza harnessed first water and then for hopeful collectors to find Mr. up No Name Creek was house

Fandango Pizza
erning uto

steam to saw ever-larger logs into Fisher notes. Some 25000 bottles of ill repute that served the mill

Fiesta Det Mar
Lozanos Car Wash boards which were hauled to the mostly liquor have already people. When was kid there

Garden Fresh bustling port
ofRedwood City. At been removed as well as other were cabins here

Hobees Ole Car Shop inc.
first they were floated to San portable items such as ox shoes The lumbermen of that era

House of Bagels Lodgng/Trave Francisco using the power of the The good stuff has all been tak- were tough. They earned dollar

Papa Murphy Pacific Hotels tides later schooners took the en away he says. day plus food and lodging.

Passage to Intha
Life nsurance lumber to build the towns spring- Before the steam donkey They blew their money readily

Pizza AGoGo
Larry Christenson ing

around the Bay. engines
arrived in the 1880s log Mr. Fisher notes. Weekends

Pizza Chicago Northwestern
Most ofthe lumber taken from gers

relied on teams of oxen to they headed over the hill to Red-

The Rock of Gibraltar
Mutua Life

the east side ofthe Peninsula hills hard the logs to the sawmills over wood City to party

Retail
Other

went to build San Francisco skid roads made of smaller logs The advent ofthe steam donkey

Delias Dry Ceaning namc Da
several times. San Francisco greased to make them slippery. engine in the 1880s speeded the

Flaunt
nce

burned regularly No early build Every place theyhad mill they pace
of logging and the devasta

Jacquies Sew Sew Company
ing remains from San Francisco had oxen and everywhere they tion it caused The powerfill

La Galerie
HeafthyPetscom Mr. Fisher says.

had oxen you find shoes says Mr. machines sat on skids and could be

nternationae PAHS As demand grew and technolo- Fisher. In those days he adds moved from tree to tree. They

Is the florist Starz Dance of gy advanced lumbering opera transportation was more than half could be rigged by cable to drag

Pao Afto Hardware Performing Arts tions moved up and over the hifi the cost of producing lumber. logs around corners for thousand

Palo Ato Sport Shop TheatreWorks
to the coastal canyons where the In technology the Peninsula yards. They made oxen obsolete.

Toy Worki trees were bigger. Like Purisima logging industry was pretty back- Always boom-or-bust busi

Palo Atto Eyework
Canyon where eight mill sites ward Mr. Fisher says. The Silicon ness local logging petered out

Photo Express
have been identified. Most recent- Valley of redwood was Humboldt toward the end ofthe 800s. Alvin

Stanford Eectric ly logged in the 1970s the steep County. New technology filters Hatch son of Rufus and long-

Works narrow canyon is now preserved down from there time county supervisor
into the

Stanford Bookstore
in public ownership as the Purisi- The main exception was one of 1960s ran mill in Purisima

The Tailor Maid ma Creek Redwoods Open Space the areas notable characters Pun- Canyon from 1906 to 1920. The

University Art -1 Kea Preserve. dy Pliaris known as the shingle last two mills ran for one reason

Palo Alto Pointing to wedge-shaped kingMr. Fisher led his group past World War Mr. Fisher says.

notch in mossy stump above the major mifi site where Borden When he retires from finance

you are an advertiser interested in promoting
swellingbaseMtFisher describes and Hatch had one mill and Mr. Fisher plans to write anoth

your buness In an affordabe way online
the feilmg of giant redwood in Pharis turned out 70000 shmgles er book on logging

the Penin
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Isima Canyon. Into the notch day from another. While the sula hills and the people who

the fellers wedged sprmgboard heavy lumber went down the hill did it. My fascination is with

______

on which they could stand and to build new cities on the Coast- redwood trees and steam

alo Alto hack at the tree with axe and saw. side the shingles went up and over engines and this is where the

fl
Two men could take down the hifi for wider distribution. two come together.
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